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When vocation chooses you

In the novel “Lying Awake” by Mark
Salzman, the main character, a nun, be-
comes confused in her spiritual calling
at the convent where she lives. The vi-
sions she used to have no longer occur,
now that her epilepsy has been success-
fully treated by a doctor.

At the end of the novel, the nun’s
Mother Superior approaches and asks if
she will give one of the new nuns spiri-
tual direction on discerning God’s will.

“I don’t feel I know anything about
God’s will, Mother,” the nun said.

“Yet you’re still here, trying to do
his will anyway,” the Mother Supe-
rior said. “That’s the kind of un-
derstanding I meant. The doing
kind, not the knowing kind.”

Both women then watch
as birds busily work and call
around the fountain in the gar-
den. The birds “seemed to have
the best understanding of all,”
Salzman writes. “They answered
yes to everything.”

One of the mistakes we
make in our culture is that we
think the words “occupation”
and “vocation” mean the
same thing. They don’t.

When they overlap, it’s a
truly great thing. But it’s
rare, I think.

An occupation is something we pur-
sue. It is a goal we set out to achieve, as
in “I am applying for a job.” We move
toward occupations at the encourage-
ment of guidance counselors, parents,
standardized tests (watch out for those,
though. The one I took said I was es-
pecially suited for farming or selling
insurance!), and reading posts online
with headlines like “The 10 Hottest Jobs
for You!”

A vocation is different.

“Vocation does not come from will-
fulness,” writes Parker Palmer in his

book “Let Your Life Speak.” “It comes
from listening.”

Vocation comes from the inside out.
It’s part of discovering our true selves
and our true purposes in the world.

My wife is an accountant. That’s her
occupation. She has an MBA from a
major university, and uses her account-
ing and finance skills to help a medical
technology company make products
that will help relieve suffering, and help

make the shareholders

more money.

When

our church became af-

filiated with an organization called
Stephen Ministries, she signed up for
the training. Stephen Ministers help
provide compassionate care to individu-
als in personal crisis. The relationship
between the minister and the one in
need can last weeks, months or longer.
The ministers don’t provide money or
advice. They are trained to avoid the
temptation to solve problems and meet
specific needs. They simply provide
compassionate presence to people who
can’t continue on their own and give
them the opportunity for their troubled
hearts to rest. The only thing that Ste-

in plain sight

DEAN NELSON

phen Ministers can promise is that they
will listen to those who need them, and
that they will pray for them.

After being a Stephen Minister for a
brief period of time, she said to me, “I
know what I am put on earth to do.”

She spends most of her time being
a wife, mother, daughter, sister, aunt
and accountant. One hour per week she
provides presence to her “care receiver.”
But it is during that hour that she feels

most “called” or “ordained.” That’s

when she experiences the vis-

That’s her vocation.
The writer Frederick
Buechner said, “We can
speak of a man’s choosing
his vocation, but perhaps
it is at least as accurate to
speak of a vocation’s choos-
ing the man, of a call’s being
given and a man’s hearing it, or
not hearing it.”
In a university setting, such
as the one where I work (is it an
occupation? A vocation? Both?),
it is tempting to measure our
effectiveness by charting the
careers of our alumni. A more difficult
dimension to measure is whether our
institution is helping students find their
true calling, to go where they are most
needed, and where they most need to
go. Are they saying “yes” to that call
from Within?
Maybe we should start offering a de-
gree in listening.

# ible form of the invisible Spirit.

Dean Nelson directs the
journalism program at
Point Loma Nazarene
University in San Diego.
His book about seeing

/j God in everyday life is
“!" “God Hides in Plain Sight:

How to See the Sacred in a Chaotic World”
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Comedian Chonda Pierce overcomes depression, grief

by LORI ARNOLD

honda Pierce thrives under the
C bright stage lights. Her clean

comedy, tempered with authentic
insights on Christian life, resonates with
audiences eager for a little comic relief of
their own. But more than a decade into
her career, Pierce was blindsided by an
inner darkness that not even her faith,
mega-watt stage lights—or laughter—
could cure.

“I got so depressed I didn’t want to
leave the house,” Pierce said in a tele-
phone interview from her Nashville
home. “I didn’t want to leave my bed. I
really got to that level where you think,
‘OK, I've done all I can do here, I need
to just die.” Of course, when you are the
breadwinner for about 20 people and you
say that, they are going to get you help
real quick.”

Pierce then erupts into laughter so
strong and deep that if you listen care-
fully you can practically hear hints of her
South Carolina accent. Settling down,
Pierce goes on to offer the punch line,
this one deeply serious.

“It was one of the most traumatic
things of my life and yet it was the great-
est thing that ever happened,” Pierce
said. “I learned so much. It became like

a new story.”

Though sarcasm and humor came
naturally to Pierce, comedy was not on
her radar. But while winding down her
theater arts degree at Austin Peay State
University, she took a job imitating Min-
nie Pearl at Opryland. She performed five
times a day, six days a week with a goal of
showing people how God had redeemed
her own life.

“I didn’t really know that I wanted
to be a comedian, but I wanted to tell a
story,” she said. “I had enough education
behind me to know this is kind of a hard
story. You shouldn’t just dive right into
it; let me start softening the blow with
some funny:stories. And before long the
funny stories grew and grew and all of a
sudden someone starts calling you a co-
median.”

‘While comedy has proven to be a suc-
cessful outlet for many performers, there
has also been wide-ranging documen-
tation of many comedians dealing with
depression and addictions—Johnny Car-
son, Woody Allen, Rodney Dangerfield,
John Belushi, Chris Farley, to name a few.
Just last year Robin Williams took his
own life.

“Anything can be used for good or

evil,” Pierce said. “I think sometimes
people hide away in comedy.”

Through her treatment and therapy
at Vanderbilt Psychiatric Hospital and
a Christian-based center in Scottsdale,
Arizona, Pierce learned to cope with a
dysfunctional childhood that included a
manic depressive father.

“I can see where healing has come,”
she said. “I can watch old videos of mine
and I can see where the steps toward
healing and recovery and redemption
started interjecting, and now I think I'm
the funniest I’ve ever been in my life be-
cause I am so much more relaxed than
I’ve ever been in my life. And that is such
a sweet kind of healing.”

Significant loss

The treatment plan for Pierce spanned
18 months and included processing the
sorrow of losing her two sisters in fairly
quick succession.

When Pierce was 16, her older sister,
Charlotta, 20, was killed in a head-on
crash while heading home from work.
Less than two years later, Pierce’s young-
er sister, Cheralyn, 15, was diagnosed
with leukemia. She died 21 days later.

By the time Cheralyn was diagnosed
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as terminal,
their pastor father
quit his pulpit and left
his wife. In that same time

frame her older brother, David, got
married and left the family home. Prac-
tically within a breath, Pierce was alone
with'her mot he family of six—once
the heart of ltjlﬁoliness church—dis-
solved. : \

“You kind of become an “armchair
shrink for your family trying to figure out
what the heck happened,” she said.

It wasn’t long before Pierce began
overhearing whispers and rumors about
her family.

“As a teenager that was painful,” she
said. “That was as painful as the death of
my sisters. The most painful part was feel-
ing like you carry the scarlet letter a little

bit
for your family’s sake.”

The trauma of Pierce’s childhood,
steeped in the abuse that came from the
manic—and secretive—mood swings of
her father, warped her image of God.

“Trying to figure out the difference
between a heavenly father and an earth-
ly father is quite the journey, especially
when your father is a pastor,” she said.
“Most of us look at our pastors in that
way. He takes on that first insight of
what God is like, the fatherhood of God.
So when that is broken its hard to figure
out who God is when He says ‘I'm your

v

- ” “T— ~
-~ o
e —
heavenly
father” ... It
truly muddies
the water of getting to
know who God is.”
But the very characteristics of God,
those infinite traits that distance Him
from humankind, are what rescued
Pierce.

“Sometimes when I look back I think
the greatest gift and miracle of my life
is how the Lord revealed himself to me
in tender ways so that I could feel that
fatherhood of God and feel fatherhood

again.” She said. “That’s such a sweet
gift.”

More grief
The depression treatment Pierce re-
ceived proved invaluable a year ago when
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THE ‘QUEEN OF CLEAN’ COMEDY

A highly sought after Christian
comedian, Chonda Pierce has had
seven DVDs certified RIAA Gold (sales
exceeding 50,000) and four certi-
fied Platinum (for sales of more than

100,000 units). In addition, Pierce
ranks among Pollstar’s top-selling
live performers and has been certified
as the “Top-Selling Female Comedian;
in both secular and Christian markets,
by the Recording Industry Association
of America.

she suddenly lost her husband David to a
stroke. The couple had been married 31
years.

“You know, I’ve been through some
stuff, but this is the hardest,” she said.

“We struggled there toward the end of
his life. He had his own struggles he was
working through and you think, ‘We are
going to live happily ever after any time
now,” but when the happily ever after is
taken away from you—oh, my goodness!”
A deep sigh punctuates her words.

After David’s death, Pierce canceled
as many shows as possible as she grieved
for the man she loved since she was a
teen. About six months ago she resumed
a somewhat regular tour schedule, even
as the sorrow ebbs and flows.

“Grief is so individualized for each

person’s circumstances,
it’s something that no
one can help you do,”
she said. “There’s no go-
ing around it. There’s no
shortcut through it.
“Grief is... You just
have to do the time. It’s
like a prison sentence,”
another  spontaneous
laugh emerges. “There’s
no parole. You don’t get
off for good behavior.

Some days I do really
well and then some days
() just fall apart.”

Even through the grief, Pierce said
she’s immensely cognizant of the need
to mourn well, and, like it was with de-
pression, comedy has been her salve.

“People watch your life more on how
you handle your life in trauma than they
do when you are handing life in a suc-
cessful time,” she said.

“I’'m back enjoying it now. I hear the
laughter now and I feel the laughter.

So it’s much more enjoyable. There was
a time when the story was so tender. I
could hardly say his name without fall-
ing apart.”

One of her comforts has come from

the scriptural mandate to take care of
widows and orphans.

“He knew there would be such pain in
their heart that it would take the entire
body of Christ to take care of them,” she
said. “I get choked up thinking, ‘Wow,
centuries ago He knew that it was going

Getting past the past s—

to usurp the light, comedian Chon-
da Pierce remembers the words of
her psychologist brother, Mike Courtney.

“You can’t afford to go there.”

In fact, the siblings—raised in a dys-
functional home where their pastor father
was a manic depressive who at times be-
came abusive—rely on their faith and each
other to get past their past.

“You kind of become an armchair shrink
for your family trying to figure out what
the heck happened,” she said of the trauma
she felt as a teenager after the death of her
two sisters.

Although her brother was 10 years older

S ome days, when the darkness tries
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and married by the time she hit her mid-
teens, they remained close.

“He is the hero of my faith,” Chonda
said of Courtney, whose own battles with
addiction derailed his pastoral ministry.

“He was a prominent pastor in his de-
nomination and blew his life wide open,”
she said.

After going through rehab and earn-
ing a doctorate, Courtney documented his
journey in the book “Failure and How I
Achieved It.”

For her part, Pierce battled severe de-
pression that resulted in two separate stays
at residential treatment centers.

“That is our legacy,” Pierce said. “It’s

one of survival and that life is not always
easy or fair, but God is faithful and there
when life is not so great. It doesn’t mean
that God is not good. It means life isn’t al-
ways good.”

After completing her last in-house
treatment at a Christian facility in Scott-
sdale, Arizona, Pierce said she was blessed
by the care she received there, but recog-
nized that the steep price would be a bar-
rier to most people.

“It was so wonderful and so needed but
I didn’t know hardly anybody who could
afford something like this,” she said of her
two-week treatment.

It wasn’t long after her stay that the




to be so difficult. He knew I was going to
be in that club.” That blesses me so much
that this God of the universe called out
two whole sectors of people that we are
to watch out for. That’s powerful.”

While the Pierces’ happily-ever-after
was interrupted in this life, the come-
dienne is hoping that one day she will
get another ‘happily-ever’ with her es-
tranged daughter.

“It’s been the toughest and greatest
mystery,” she said. “I don’t talk about it
much because I don’t want to do a thing
that would hinder the hopes of reconcili-
ation.”

A sounding board

In the meantime, Pierce works to
keep her depression at bay by taking
care of her spiritual, physical and mental
needs, while taking her audiences along
for the ride. That often means opening
her shows with material that pierces the
sides and then working her way to more
serious matters, frequently admitting
her own struggles.

siblings decided to start their own treat-
ment facility, Branches Counseling Center,
in hopes of widening access to those in
need. The center operates in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, where Courtney is executive di-
rector and Pierce serves on the board.

“I think it’s interesting because when I
started on my road to recovery—and we’re
all in recovery—when I began recovering
from the traumas of my life, God found
me a job where I just told everybody, and
I think somewhere along the line between
the comedy and the testimony, the purging
was lifesaving for me,” she said.

Pierce’s dream is that others may find
their own purging mechanism.

“I have just learned, maybe I'm
wrong, but authenticity always wins out.
Just be honest,” she said. “If 'm having a
good day, a bad day, if my faith is strong,
if I'm struggling, I have told my audience
the truth, and every time I have seen God
work amazing in the room where I just
chose authenticity rather than to mask
what was going on deep inside.

“He knows what to do with
that better than anything. He
can’t do a whole lot with your
fakin,” He can’t do a whole lot
with your whinin’, but when
you speak truth He can set
people free with that.”

In the end, she said her goal
is for her own headstone to say,
“There was an elephant in the
room and she talked about it.”

“If 1 lived my life on that
emotion of who He is and why
He’s allowed things to happen
the way they’ve happened,
what a fragile relationship we
would have. So I can’t do that.

“I tell people all the time, whatever is
going on in your heart and your mind, get
it out because your body will deal with it
one way or the other,” she said. “It will ei-
ther show up in sickness or depression or
addiction.”

Not only has Pierce shared her experi-
ence through her own book “Laughing in
the Dark: A Comedian’s Journey through
Depression,” she frequently tackles the
subject during her live shows.

“I say this almost every night in con-
cert: Either I am crazy or God is who He
says He is so I have to choose which one of
those things I want to bank on,” she said.
“No one wants to say they are crazy so I

I have to base my relationship with Him
on who He is, and I choose to believe He
is the Creator. He is the God of the uni-
verse. He is the Alpha. He is the Omega.
Therefore the things that have happened
from my birth until I see Him again, it’s
just what life has unfolded.

“I have chosen to not live by emotion.
Sometimes it’s just a choice.” MW

would rather just say, ‘OK, God is who He
says He is. And that is what I’'m going to
choose to do. I don’t always feel it.”

Learning to control her emotions in-
stead of letting her emotions control her
has been a critical tool for her recovery,
Pierce said.

“The gift of depression has been, for me,
that I can serve Him and honor Him and
glorify Him because of who He is, not be-
cause of how He makes me feel. What I've
learned through depression is you cannot
bank on your feelings because, one, there’s
menopause and the mood will change and
two, there is depression. There’s the ups
and downs. There’s too much caffeine.” M
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Robert Cortes poses with Samantha, a homeless
woman who placed all her panhandling coins in the
offering during a church service on the loading dock
of a grocery outlet on Market Street.

Streetievel

WOLIS

This Barrig Logan freeway underpass'is one of more
than 20 microsites’ where The'Rock Church’s Ever
Here Movement holdssStinday worship servi

Finding church in unlikely places

by LORI ARNOLD

obert Cortes spent hours roam-
Ring the streets of downtown San

Diego as he handed out fliers for
a weekly outdoor worship service on the
loading dock of a discount grocery store.
So he wasn’t surprised to see Samantha,
one of the regular parishioners, panhan-
dling on a busy intersection hours before
the start of service.

After chatting a minute, he continued
on with the flier distribution. Hours later
he spotted Samantha camped out in the
folding chairs as he watched the worship
service from the back.

“She did not see me watch as she
dropped all the coins she begged for into
the tithe envelope,” he said. “On my way
home, driving, I was in tears having just
witnessed the story of the widow’s two
mites right out of Luke.”

The following week, after a technical
glitch left them with extra time in the

service, Cortes recounted the widow’s
parable with the congregation. Without
naming Samantha, he shared the act of
generosity he witnessed the previous
week.

“Tears began to roll down her cheeks,”
Cortes said, adding that Samantha had
never heard the parable before that
morning.

About 20 people surrounded her
under the shade tent, their make-shift
sanctuary, and prayed that she would
find housing. Within months she was ac-
cepted into a housing program.

Such stories are not uncommon for
the Even Here Movement, a ministry
of Rock Church. Through the ministry,
worship services are held at a variety of
unlikely microsites around the county:
gymnasiums, Laundromats, parks, a re-
tirement home, military housing, hotels,
auto repair shop and a workplace co-op.
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Right: A Grocery Outlet
loading dock is the venue
for church in the East
Village area of downtown
San Diego.

Below: The Ocean
View Laundromat in
Logan Heights serves
the Spanish-speaking
community.

Beyond San Diego, other microsite loca-
tions include El Centro, Antioch, Fuller-
ton, Illinois, Hawaii and the Philippines.

“I can tell you that God is on the
move and it is a common occurrence to
witness miracles of restoration,” Cortes
said. “When you can fill the gap between
the church and the street—not only with
outreach but a gathering, a place that
people can come that would never come
to a church—you start to claim ground
for the Kingdom one block at a time.”

Until recently, Cortes has worked with
four different downtown sites but has
been tapped to expand the ministry into
the North County, where Rock Church
has a satellite campus.

The concept of the microsites minis-
try emerged two years ago when Mingo
Palacios, then the young adult pastor,
wanted to use streaming technology to
host an Easter Sunday for those not able
or willing to attend a traditional service.

The service was held at a local shel-
ter and drew more than 70 people, 15 of
those converting to Christianity. Sub-
sequent services were held in the base-
ment of a bar and a local college.

Palacios now overseas the Even Here
Movement, which uses nearly 150 volun-
teers at more than 25 sites. The program
serves more than 600 people weekly,
many of them homeless or disenfran-
chised.

“I was that guy that did not want to
touch a homeless person,” Cortes said.
“They were aliens to me. Just picture me
in a hazmat suit serving the homeless a
bottle of water at a distant or not getting
too close for a hug, but then God broke
my heart for this group that’s either
homeless or poor, on the fringes of our
communities.”

New life
Cortes’ heart for street ministry
emerged from his own conversion from a

prosperity chaser to Christ follower.

“All I knew is I wanted to be wealthy
and own a business,” he said. “So I found
an investor and opened some cell phone
and pager stores.”

He eventually sold those to follow his
passion for cooking. He moved to Hawaii
to open Jackie’s Kitchen, named for its
famous owner Jackie Chan. He worked
75-plus hours a week for five years before
leaving the company.

“I was really burned out and I broke
up with my fiancée due to infidelity,” he
said. “My life was in ruins. I sold every-
thing. Heartbroken, I backpacked over a
month in a rural part of Japan visiting

over 100 temples. While I was in Japan
something was pulling on my heart,
guiding me protecting me.”

He moved back to his native Miami,
where he gave his life to Jesus.

“My encounter with God was clear,”
Cortes said. “He was alive and at work in
my life. I only remember saying, “God do
with me what you will.””

After moving to San Diego for a job,
he plugged in at Rock, taking advantage
of its school of ministry. That led to his
ministry work with microsites.

“I just felt at home,” he said of the
ministry he refers to as the “Tip of the
Spear.”
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A new convert is baptized in a kiddie pool in
the parking lot of one of the microsites.

IMPACT195 TRAINING

IMPACT195 is Rock church’s year-
long School of Ministry. The name
comes from the number of days that
students are immersed in biblical
training, discipleship and practical
outreaches. It was through this school
Robert Cortes said he was given the
tools for street ministry.

“I would have never been that bold
and courageous without that training;
Cortes said. “That place has a special
place in my heart”

Since completing the program,
Cortes said he’s been involved in vi-
sion casting for the school’s mission
track. He is also expanding his role
within the microsites ministry.

“If | could, | would toss people
into the school and watch God do His
thing, he said “It's a down-on-your-
knees-and-face crazy experience, but
God always meets (you) exactly where
you are, loving you the whole way”

Learn more at www.i195.0rg.

ysd

“Out in the street, there are times I
feel like God is using us to literally pull
people out of Hell,” Cortes said. “His na-
ture and character are far and wider then
anyone can ever imagine. His measure of
grace over others, and me, is far bigger
then anyone or anything. I serve a God
that knows me intimately.”

Serving in community

The beauty of such ministries, he
said, is that people are rarely serving
alone. The support and camaraderie that
comes with serving side-by-side helps to
strengthen everyone involved.

“When you’re part of a bigger family
and your core team, you do it together,
you’re never really alone, which was a big
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support for me when I was so new, hav-
ing never done any ministry,” he said.

“When God uses broken and rebel-
lious people to be his hands and feet, it
always blows my mind because, really,
for God to use me, who was He kidding?”
Cortes said. “If you would have told me,
‘Hey Robert, I’'m going to have you go to
this crazy on-fire-for-Jesus school, then
I’'m going to break your heart for the
people that disgust you, then I’'m going
to use you to launch and then help lead a
ministry on the front lines on the streets
and in the darkest areas of San Diego’...
well I would have told you are 100 per-
cent insane.”

Cortes, who owns an online market-
ing agency, said his story proves that
anyone can serve in ministry.

“Start somewhere, do something,
find out how God designed you and find
a ministry that nurtures those gifts and
watch God use you,” he said. “I feel like
I got front row center concert tickets to
the biggest concert on the planet.” M

Learn more at www.evenheremovement.com.

Abanner advertises the Sunday morning church service being held on the loading dock of a grocery store.
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Even Here Movement leaders tell two Iragi women about Jesus Christ at Zion Market.

Microsite locations

The Even Here Movement hosts more than 20 mi-
crosite locations in San Diego County, with additional
sites in other California cities, Hawaii and the Philip-
pines.Plans are underway to expand into North County,
where Rock Church has a satellite church.

Chicano Park — noon
Community park (Spanish)
Logan Ave.and Cesar E. Chavez Pkwy.,, San Diego

Genesis Recovery — 10 a.m.
Recovery center / closed to public
24352 Featherstone Canyon Road, San Diego

Ocean View Laundry — 10 a.m.
Laundromat (Spanish)

The Arlington — noon
Open-air housing complex

Rock Thrift Store — 8 a.m.
Retail storefront
3191 Sports Arena Blvd., San Diego

Teralta Park — 10 a.m.
Public park
Orange Avenue and 40th Street, San Diego

Southern Hotel — 10 a.m.
Downtown underground theater
1159 6th Ave,, San Diego

El Dorado Hills — 10 a.m.
Condominium community
3828 Pendiente Court, San Diego

Proteus Fitness — 10 a.m.
Military family friendly community
841 1/2 Orange Ave., Coronado

Lindo Lake Park — 10 a.m.
Community park
12660 Lindo Lane, Lakeside

3109 Ocean View Blvd., San Diego

Family Gym — noon
Fitness gym
101 17th St,, San Diego

Co-Merge workplace — noon
Collaborative of local entrepreneurs
330 ASt, San Diego

Gateway Village Military Housing — noon
Military community
2741 Mendonca Drive, San Diego

The Orchard — noon
Retirement community
4040 Hancock St., San Diego

Grocery Outlet — noon
Meets in loading dock
1002 Market St., San Diego

City Heights Rec Center — noon
Community center
4380 Landis St., San Diego

701 7th Ave,, San Diego

Wells Park —noon

Food truck site

1153 East Madison Ave.,EL Cajon

email debrasuechilders@aol.com for info

Bay View Military Housing — noon
House church for the military community
1845 Coral Sea Road, San Diego

James Gang Co.— 6 p.m.
Printing company in 0B
1931 Bacon St., San Diego

Salgados Auto Repair — 6 p.m.
Auto repair shop
3680 Fairmount Ave., San Diego

San Diego State University — on summer break
Love Library on north walkway
5500 Campanile Drive, San Diego
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“...the church isn’t
always a safe place to
be when you're sick”’

ERFOR

Writer Margaret Feinberg shares breast
cancer struggles, lessons on joy

by JONATHAN MERRITT,RNS

ertigo. Anemia. Depression. Re-
ceding gums. Early menopause. A
double mastectomy.

These are just a few of the many ter-
rors that Margaret Feinberg hid from the
public after receiving a breast cancer
diagnosis in 2013 before age 40. While
the popular Christian author’s books
have sold nearly a million copies and she
speaks to more than 80,000 people each
year, she couldn’t find the words to share

this part of herself.

“I felt shame after the diagnosis,
wondering if I had somehow brought it
on myself,” she said. “And I felt a little
embarrassed since it involved my female
body parts.”

With the weight of her secret mount-
ing, Feinberg sought the advice of Matt
Chandler, the prominent pastor of the
11,000-member Village Church in Flow-
er Mound, Texas, and a recent cancer
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The experience revealed the “crappy
theology” and “tired teachings” held by
many Christians that promise prosperity
and a clean bill of health to the faithful.

survivor himself.

Chandler said she had two options:
Round up the wagons and tell no one, or
invite her readers into the journey. She
decided to test the waters of the second
option, but the results were not what
she’d hoped for.

“Many people were supportive and
prayerful, but then there were those
who filled our inboxes with unsolicited
medical advice, stories of everyone they
knew who had died from cancer, retribu-
tion theology and accusations that I had
brought the cancer on myself because of
a hidden sin or lack of faith,” Feinberg
said. “Those kinds of comments are dev-
astating when you’re in the fight of your
life.”

The responses taught her “the church
isn’t always a safe place to be when
you’re sick.”

With half a dozen trade books and
numerous Bible studies published for
the popular “Women of Faith” network
and LifeWay Christian Stores, Feinberg
continued to tour the country to teach at
churches and conferences — darting back
to her home in Denver for chemotherapy
in between trips. But she continued to
conceal the cavalcade of agony from her
readers and fans.

Feinberg has now decided to break
the silence and share much of her battle
in a new book, “Fight Back With Joy.”

In it, she shares dreadful side effects
of treatment known all too well by can-
cer survivors:

“I had anemia, fatigue, rashes, irrita-
ble bowel syndrome, mouth sores, itchy
eyes, ringing ears, vertigo, chest pain,
receding gums, drilling headaches, even
nerve pain that felt like electrocution
coursing under my skin. They poisoned
me until my toenails fell off and some-

where in there I ex-
perienced an early

menopause. There

was so much tortur-

ous pain.” e
At  her lowest

point, Feinberg ad-
mits struggling to
maintain the will to
live.

“Once during treatment, I caught
myself thinking, ‘I’d rather be dead,””
Feinberg said. “In those moments, if God
would have let me die, I'd have been
more than okay with that.”

Many Americas can relate to her
struggle, and not just women. An esti-
mated 1.66 million people in the U.S. re-
ceived a cancer diagnosis in 2014 alone.
Approximately 66 percent of them sur-
vived five or more years after the diag-
nosis.

But even those familiar with the
disease may be surprised by the spiri-
tual lessons Feinberg said she learned.
The experience, she said, revealed the
“crappy theology” and “tired teachings”
held by many Christians that promise
prosperity and a clean bill of health to
the faithful. As a result, many Christians
aren’t equipped to face such crisis.

“She’s always been a gifted Bible
teacher,” said Christopher Ferebee, Fein-
berg’s agent for nearly a decade. “But
there’s a new depth to her writing now
that she’s faced this trial. When you can
see God’s face in the abyss, it changes
you.”

Feinberg decided to see the experi-
ence as an opportunity to rediscover
a cornerstone Christian virtue: joy.
Through participating in an ancient
Jewish grieving ritual, she found joy in
mourning. She attempted to impart joy

Ry T

Margaret Fein h

to others by gifting red
balloons to other pa-
tients in the hospital
cancer ward and bak-
ing brownies for nurses.
She even sang cheerful
songs in CAT scan ma-
chines.

Through the experi-
ment, she realized that

Christians have misunder-

stood the Christian quality. While

many Christians teach that joy is better

than the circumstantial emotion called

“happiness,” Feinberg says the two are
inseparable.

And though it is tough to muster in
times of suffering, deep joy is almost al-
ways accessible even if it looks different
than we expect.

“Joy is far more than I ever thought
or been taught,” said Feinberg, recently
named by Outreach Magazine as one
of the top young leaders shaping the
American Christian church. “It’s a more
dynamic, forceful weapon than most of
us realize. When we fight back with joy,
we lean into the very presence of God —
the one who fills us with joy, even on our
most deflated todays.”

She said she believes joy can be an ef-
fective armament to fight diseases such
as cancer because it reduces anxiety. But
she doesn’t think it is a replacement for
proper medical treatment, which she
credits with the success of her fight.

After more than a year of treatment
and a double mastectomy, doctors have
told Feinberg that she’s cancer-free. But
she is well aware that it could return at
any moment.

“I live in fear, but I'm not controlled
by fear,” she said. “I've found my capaci-
ty for joy expanding against all odds.”
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Missionaries in China hope an
old translation of the Bible will
revolutionize the church

by JUNE CHENG | WNS

scholars commissioned by the American Bible So-

ciety completed the first translation of the Bible
into colloquial Chinese, allowing everyday Chinese
people to read and understand the Word of God. Sam-
uel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky, a Jewish convert and
Episcopal bishop of Shanghai, worked for 11 years to
transform the elegance of the Old Testament Hebrew
into Chinese; and for the next 40 years, the text be-
came the standard Bible for the Chinese.

Yet today, most Chinese Christians have never read
this Jingwei Version Bible or even know of its exis-
tence, as few copies survived the missionary martyr-
doms and Bible burnings in the early 20th century and
the Cultural Revolution in the ’70s. In its place, the
1919 Chinese Union Version gained popularity and is
now the only Bible version the Chinese government
allows, rolling hot off the presses of the government-
controlled Amity Press in Nanjing, China.

The Union Bible, used by the tens of millions of
Christians in China, is a literal translation of the Eng-
lish Revised text, and also relies heavily on the earlier
Jingwei Bible with about 80 percent of the text remain-
ing the same.

While some take issue that the Union Bible is not
translated from the original Greek and Hebrew, a big-
ger problem is that the government has control over
revisions and corrections in new editions of the Bible.

Continued on page 18

In 1874, a group of Chinese and Western language

Bible translation expands
in the Middle East despite
deadly extremist attacks

by LORI ARNOLD

ycliffe Associates is working to expand its
Wunderground translation ministry in the

Middle East and Central Asia, even though
40 percent of the Bible translators living and working
in the area have been killed or reported missing over
the past year.

“While we mourn those who were lost, we are com-
mitted to continue their work, supporting national
translation teams in this part of the world,” Bruce
Smith, president and CEO of Wycliffe Associates, said
in a news release.

Extremist groups in the region are known to oper-
ate freely and are systematically wiping out Christian
minorities. Some Christians have been abducted and
interrogated in an attempt to force them to renounce
their faith, while others have been beaten, jailed, and
put to death. In all, 11 of Wycliffe’s 28 Bible translators
have been targeted by the extremists.

Even so, the translators, cognizant of efforts to si-
lence their work, have remained dedicated to filling
the gospel gap in a region with nearly 1,000 languages.
As many as 280 million people have no access to the
Scriptures because of language barriers.

As a result, Wycliffe Associates is currently raising
$300,000 through its Scriptures for New Frontiers ini-
tiative, which is designed to equip these local trans-
lators with the technology and training they need to
work more safely.

“Given the realities of the world in which these

16
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translators live and serve,
some people might think
the best thing they could
do right now is to go into
hiding and lay low for a
while,” Smith said. “But
that isn’t their plan at
all.”

The funding will
be used to develop the
technology, training,
and resources required
to translate the Bible as
quickly and effectively as
possible.

Translations of the
books of Genesis, Luke, and Acts have
already been completed by some and are
ready for production and distribution.

The Scriptures for New Frontiers ini-
tiative provides open source Bible trans-
lation technology, training to support
national-led translation efforts, digital
Scripture distribution, and resources to
empower local underground translators.

“The church is growing rapidly in
these countries through the sharing of
God’s Word, even through means such as
God revealing himself to non-Christians
in dreams,” Smith said.

Smith says these Bible translators
want the Scriptures to be distributed by
every possible means, and they “want
an audacious number of printed copies,
which reflect their conviction that every-
one who speaks their language needs to
have God’s Word.”

Worldwide, Wycliffe’s Bible transla-
tion is currently in progress for 2,195
languages, and 1,023 languages in the
world have at least one book of the Bible.
With 531 language translations com-
pleted, the organization is striving to
achieve the goal of beginning the trans-
lation of God’s Word into the 3,100 re-
maining languages by 2025. H

WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS PHOTO
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...few copies survived the missionary
martyrdoms and Bible burnings

in the early 20th century and the
Cultural Revolution in the '70s.

Continued from page 16

For the past few years, Jared Brown
(name changed for security purposes)
and a fellow American missionary have
scoured libraries, museums, even antique
bookstores around Asia and the United
States for portions of copies of the Jingwei
Bible. With help from experts on Schere-
schewsky, they found microfilms of the
text, footnotes by the translators, and later
revisions, which Brown pieced together to
recreate the original text of the Jingwei
Bible. In January, he printed 5,500 copies,
keeping the original language but chang-
ing the characters from traditional to sim-
plified form for use inside China.

Brown’s interest in the Jingwei stems
from his views of textual criticism—the
Jingwei is based on the Majority Text,
meaning it takes into consideration all
available biblical manuscripts, while the
Union Bible places more weight on certain
biblical manuscripts that are believed to
be more reliable. Bible scholars have long
disagreed on which method is more accu-
rate, yet Brown believes the Jingwei Bible
should interest those on either side of the
debate for its historicity as the first Man-
darin Bible translation, its scholarship in
translation, and its independence from
government interference.

“The main thing that the Union Bible
was trying to push was ‘Let’s try to be
more literal, let’s see if we can get more
of the English mindset,”” Brown said.
“There’s no doubt, the one that we got
right here is much more Chinese.”

The Jingwei has a more Chinese
rhythm in its verses, and without the
pressure of conforming to English
phrases, it uses Chinese four-character
idioms called chengyu to express the
original sentiment. While the Jingwei
uses older words (think the “thees” and
“thous” of KJV), local pastors find the
translation more beautiful and clear.
For instance Joshua 1:9 says “be strong

and courageous,”
which the Union tries
to translate directly
from the English to
a phrase that means
something closer to
“strengthen willpow-
er.” The Jingwei uses a
chengyu that has the
exact same meaning
as the original.

The Communist
government also
makes changes to the Union translation
at its discretion. For instance, certain
biblical terms used by Hong Xiuquan, the
leader of the 1850 Taiping Rebellion who
claimed to be the younger brother of Je-
sus, were taken out from the Union Bible.
The government feared Christians read-
ing terms like “chosen people” would
follow in Hong’s footsteps in starting
an uprising that killed about 25 million
people. Brown has also found editions of
the Union Bible that take out references
to baptisms: “The fact that the govern-
ment is in charge of all revision and all
corrections and all printing—that’s a
huge problem because it was never given
to the government. The Lord makes it re-
ally clear as far as who is responsible.”

One of the biggest issues Chinese
Christians may have in accepting the Jin-
gwei is that it uses the term Tianzhu for
God, a name typically used by Catholics.
Protestants have long argued about the
best name for God, some using Shangdi
while others use Shen. Shangdi is the
name of a supreme god in China’s tra-
ditional religion, and some missionaries
used it to imply that China had an idea
of a monotheistic god but forgot who he
was. Others dislike the term because it
made God just one of many of China’s
gods. On the other hand Shen was a
broader term for god (with a little g). The
translators of the Jingwei opted for Tian-

zhu, which means “heaven and earth’s
keeper.” While Christians who hear the
term may think of Catholicism, Brown
pointed out that in every other culture
Catholics and Protestants used the same
name for God without any problems.

Beijing pastor Jeremy Jin first heard
of the Jingwei two years ago through
Brown, and in reading the Bible found
that although it took time to adjust—he
had spent years preaching and memoriz-
ing verses from the Union Bible—the lit-
erary style flowed better and the mean-
ing was clearer. In March, Jin started
using the Jingwei at his 20-person house
church, one of 10 pastors now using it in
their churches.

The printing of any version of the
Bible outside of government control is il-
legal in China, so Brown is spreading the
word through other missionaries and local
church pastors. By summertime, he hopes
to create a Jingwei Bible app, which would
make it impossible for the government to
stop the spread of the Bible.

The importance of the Jingwei Bible
for Chinese Christians is less about the
translation itself than about having a
Bible they can trust, Brown said. “They
don’t have an understanding that the
Bible is reliable. And I think—whatever
Bible it is—if you have the understand-
ing the Bible is reliable, it would revolu-
tionize the church in China.” W
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Candace Cameron Bure in
‘A Christmas to Remember’

‘A Christmas to

Remember’

It’s Christmas in July for the Hallmark
Channel, which has launched production
on its original film, “A Christmas to Re-
member.”

The film, shooting in Vancouver, stars
Candace Cameron Bure (“Full House,”
“Dancing With the Stars,” “Just the Way
You Are”) and Paul Greene (“Bitten,”
“Perfect Match”), Sarah Strange (“Ga-
rage Sale Mystery”), David Lewis (“Man
of Steel”) and Marcus Rosner (“When
Calls the Heart”).

The Christmas comedy, written by Mark
Amato, chronicles the story of a young re-
lationship advice columnist who learns a
surprising lesson about love when her holi-
day flight to New York takes an unexpected
detour. It is produced by Harvey Kahn and
directed by Ron Oliver.

“A Christmas to Remember” is part of
movie channel’s annual Countdown to
Christmas.

Fundraising set for
football and faith film

Burbank-based Avondale Pictures is
in the midst of a crowd-funding cam-
paign in advance of the Aug. 19 release
of its first feature film, “Shake Off the
World.” The film’s principals are hoping
to raise $30,00 through the campaign.

The film, about a high school football
player whose life is turned upside down,
is in post-production after a 25-day

DEGREES through Correspondence
Associate through Ph.D.

* Credit for life experience

352-621-4991 or write to us

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT
www.lbcs.org ¢ Ibcands@gmail.com

5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

shoot in Lumber-
ton, N.C.

“We strive to
make relevant faith-based films, of un-
surpassed quality, that the whole fam-
ily will enjoy,” the company’s website
says. “Our goal is to celebrate our faith
through film, creating a better world,
while producing content that inspires.”

The debut film is written and directed
by Chuck Williams, who, as an assistant
director, has worked with James Cam-
eron, Rob Cohen and Kathryn Bigelow,
among others. He also stars in the pic-
ture as Police Chief Jack Kerrington.

Additional casting includes newcom-
ers Aaron Mees; Johna Edmonds, a for-
mer Miss Carolina; and Jessica Lynch, a
U.S. Army supply clerk, who was taken
hostage, at the age of 19, and held for
several weeks by Iraqi troops before be-
ing rescued by U.S. forces.

‘Old Fashioned’

“Old Fashioned,” which had the highest
opening for “faith films on less than 300
screens” when it hit the silver screen in
Valentine’s Day, has been released on DVD.

The film centers on Clay Walsh (Rik
Swartzwelder), a former frat boy who gives
up his carousing ways and now runs an an-
tique shop in a small Midwestern college
town. There, he has become notorious for
his lofty and outdated theories on love and
romance. Swartzwelder also directed the
film. As Walsh explores his own views on
relationships, audiences are shown that

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

pursuing a God-honoring love relationship
isn’t archaic—even in secular times.

Pure Flix releases three DVDs

Pure Flix Entertainment, the in-
dependent filmmakers who produced
“God’s Not Dead” and “Do You Believe?”
has released three of its movies to DVD.

“Hope Bridge” follows a teenage son’s
sorrowful and twisting journey after he
begins a search for the truth behind his
father’s suicide.

“Dancer and the Dame,” a family
comedy for children 12 and older, tells
the story of Rick Dancer, a down-on-his-
luck detective who is paired with a fussy
canine cop called Princess.

The all-age family adventure “Pirate’s
Code: The Adventures of Mickey Mat-
son” follows two heroes who take on a
crew of modern-day pirates.
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19 century hymn
gets Redman update

Singer-songwriter Matt Redman up-
dates a classic favorite, “It Is Well With
My Soul,” on his new full-length album
Unbroken Praise, which released June 16.

The album was recorded live at the
world-renown edAbbey Road Studios.
In his rendition of the hymn, written by
American lawyer Horatio Spafford after
a 1873 steamship mishap in the Atlantic
killed his four young daughters, Redman
adds a few verses and lyrics to the well-
known chorus.

“I often think about how a song can
travel so far around the world, but also
into the deepest places of someone’s
heart, giving them something they can
grab onto even in the craziest moments,”
Redman said of the album.

The album is the 12™ for Redman, a

ONLY SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA APPEARANCE

prolific songwriter who has also con-
tributed to a variety of Passion event al-
bums. Among his best-selling songs are
“Blessed Be Your Name,” “Heart of Wor-
ship” and “10,000 Reasons.”

Needing Jesus

Worship artist Mike Lee, who debuted
his freshman album Awakening Hearts
last year, has wasted no time releasing
his next project, All I Need.

The newest album is produced by
Cody Norris and Scott Cash, along with
Ed Cash, who has also collaborated with
Chris Tomlin, David Crowder and Kari
Jobe.

Unlike the first album, the new EP is
more stripped-down, offering a glimpse
into his artistic, personal and spiritual
growth.

Writing for the title track came dur-

AMERICAS |

S I AVORITE FAMILY
,"’/L/" .

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

ing a particularly vulnerable time for the
mixed martial arts instructor. In addition
to the demands of touring, Lee was faced
with his dad’s cancer diagnosis and his
wife pregnancy.

“So often I'm looking at the Word and
writing with an audience or a congrega-
tion in mind, but this was one of those
times when I wrote without thinking
about what anyone else would hear,”
Lee said. “I had so much going on that
the only way I could think to communi-
cate was to sing to the Lord. As a thread
through the whole of this season, it is
fitting that God,as all we need. would be
the central theme of this collection.”

Sunday, Oct. 25
5:00 pm
Doors open @ 4:00 pm

VIP Seating/Meet & Greet with photo
opportunities @ 3:30 pm

El Cajon Wesleyan Church
1500 East Lexington Ave. El Cajon

TICKETS: General Admission: $20
VIP Seating $30

Tickets may be purchased exclusively
through Ruth Ann DeForest / East
County Southern Gospel Concerts
without any handling fee.
Make checks payable to:
Ruth Ann DeForest

East County Southern
Gospel Concerts

PO Box 21713

El Cajon, CA 92021

Mail to:

For more information,
call 619.442.5941
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CHILD CUSTODY & Support

Law Office of
Patrick L. McCrary

35 YEARS OF FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling...

Divorce and Property Division
222 W. Madison, El Cajon | (619) 589-8533

Named by the San Diego Daily Transcriptas a San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

New project for Blessid Union
Blessid Union of Souls, an alternative
rock band that made a name for itself in
the 1990s, has released Live at Never on
Sunday a project captured on both CD
and DVD. The album includes the band’s
mega hits “I Believe” and “Hey Leonard
(She Likes Me For Me),” as well as fan
favorites “Let Me Be the One,” “Oh Vir-

ginia” and “Lucky to Be Here.”
Although their The

caly vork foused tree of knowledge

primarily on a

secular sound, the beglns Wlth =
songs have gradu- I era
ally showcased

more and more

Christian underpinnings, influenced by . 0

the faith of lead vocalist Eliot Sloan. theracy FlrSt Charter SChOOlS
Over the years, the group’s songs have A community where. .

been featured in several movies such as %

. Literacy includes culture and language

“Pokemon: The First Movie;” “Contact,”
featuring Jodie Foster; and “Ace Ven-
tura: Pet Detective II.” They have also
appeared on several TV shows includ-

¢ All children are known

¢ All staff is invested in the success of each individual
¢ Educational success is expected for all students

ing Late Night with Conan O’Brien, Live e Children are embraced as unique and creative

with Regis, CBS This Morning, Weekend individuals

Today, and Cold Case. ¢ Parents are valued as an integral part of the
team

For His glory ¢ Research proven methods and techniques

Timed for re- are employed

lease in advance of
Independence Day,
Shadowlands Mu-
sic recording art-
ist David Britton
is celebrating his :
newest EP, American Glory, a four-song l‘\

album that includes his own version of LR )

Lee Greenwood’s classic, “God Bless P e

the USA.” American Glory also features / 2 » Call the registrar for
“America the'léeautiful,” an original t.rib- (4 N enrollment information:
ute to the military called “The “Warrlor,” > ) (619) 668-2134

an orchestrated version of the “The Star
Spangled Banner” and a bonus track of
the baritone’s a capella version of the
National Anthem.

¢ Technology is integrated into the school
routine

¢ Education is viewed as a process, hot
a product

www.lfcsinc.org

Classically trained, Britton studied at Literacy First School locations
Westmont College in Santa Barbara. Primary Academy (K-3) Liberty Academy (K-6)  Junior Academy (4-8)  Liberty Charter High
“Above all else it is my desire that 799 E. Washington Ave. 698 W. Main St. 1012 E. Bradley Ave. School (9-12)
. El Cajon, CA 92020 El Cajon, CA 92020 El Cajon, CA 92021 8425 Palm St.
those who listen may see past me to t_he (619) 579-7232 (619) 579-7233 (619) 596-5665 Lemon Grove, CA 91945
One who created all things,” the artist (619) 668-2131

said.

July 2015 | REFRESHED 21



Marriage conference at

Shadow Mountain

EL CAJON — Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church will host the Generations
Marriage Conference July 31 to Aug. 1.

The conference will feature Bill and
Pam Mutz, with special music by Mary
James.

Admission is $45 and registration is
available online.

The church is located at 21000 Green-
field Drive

Learn more at www.shadowmoun-
tain.org or call (619) 590-2110.

Bible clubs honor

work projects

SAN DIEGO — Five area schools have
been recognized for community service
projects conducted by students involved
with the annual Project 25 Day, spon-
sored by Urban Youth Collaborative.

Now in its sixth year, this year’s cam-
paign involved 1,100 students through-
out the county who participated in 50
service projects that “touched 10 coun-
tries, raised $19,500, generated over
9,000 youth-led volunteer hours, and
impacted countless lives.”

PROJ:

» 2005

Their efforts prompted San Diego
Mayor Kevin Faulconer to declare May 16
“Project 25 Day in the City of San Diego.”

Students at Coronado Middle School
and High School took first place for
their project, a dinner and auction that
raised $6,000 for a South Asia ministry
that educates girls rescued from human
trafficking. Other winners were Liberty
Charter High School, which took second
place and Kearny and Torrey Pines High
Schools, which tied for third place.

Overall, 1,100 San Diego students
participated in 50 unique community
service projects that touched 10 coun-
tries, raised $19,500, generated over
9,000 youth-led volunteer hours, and

community news

impacted countless lives.
Mayor Kevin Faulconer
proclaimed May 16, 2015
“Project 25 Day in the City
of San Diego.”

Urban Youth Collabora-
tive is a network of youth
ministry leaders who are
conducting Bible clubs at
schools across the coun-
try. The goal is to “link all
280 public middle and high
schools in San Diego Coun-
ty with a local church partner by 2020.”

“Connecting churches with schools
makes transformation possible in the
lives of students and the church commu-
nity,” the ministry website said.

Learn more at www.proj25.org

Family Vacation Bible School

CLAIREMONT — First Baptist Church
Clairemont will hold its annual family
Vacation Bible School from 5:45 to 8:30
p.m.July 19 to 24,

Classes will be held for all age groups,
including adults. A light meal will be
served nightly.

The theme for the week is “Journey
Off the Map: Unknown to Us, Known to
Him,” based on Isaiah 30:21

The church is located at 3219 Claire-
mont Mesa Blvd.

Learn more at www.fbcclairemont.
org or call (858) 273-4642.

Classic car show returns

SPRING VALLEY — Christian Rods
and Customs will hold its 16th Annual
Classic Car and Bike Show from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Aug. 29 at Faith Chapel.

Most of the proceeds from the free
event will benefit Calvary Ranch and
Restoration Ranch, two San Diego Coun-
ty drug and alcohol recovery programs.

In addition to the show, which in-
cludes competition trophies for a variety
of classes, the event will offer food for
purchase, music, raffles and vendors.

The registration fee for cars is $20
to $25. There is no year or model limits
for the show. The first 100 registrants

Christian Rods and Customs will hold its annual car show at Faith
Chapel on Aug. 29 to benefit Calvary Ranch and Restoration Ranch.

will receive a participant’s plaque, dash
plaque and raffle ticket.

The church is located at 9400 Campo
Road.

Learn more at www.christianrodsand-
customssd.com or call (858) 679-8153.

Thriving women share stories

EL CAJON — The Thrive Conference,
a two-day global empowerment event
designed to promote the international
ministries of women working in some
of the most hostile regions of the world,
returns to Narratives Church on Sept. 25
and 26.

This year’s theme is “Streams in the
Desert.”

Launched on the East Coast several
years ago, the conference made its West
Coast debut at the El Cajon church last
year. Another conference is scheduled
for Los Angeles the week prior to the San
Diego County event.

The event—sponsored by Interna-
tional Women’s Ministries, a division of
Advancing Native Missions—will include
dessert on Friday night, breakfast snacks
and a tostada bar for lunch on Saturday.

All proceeds will benefit the work of
Advancing Native Missions.

The church is located at 450 Fletcher
Parkway, Suite 224.

For information, call (619) 379-5674
or visit www.advancingnativemissions.
com/thrive.

EVENTS ONLINE

For more Community News and an online
Calendar of Events for San Diego County,
please visit www.refreshedsandiego.com.
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MARK LARSON

Chillin’ for the summer

Now that we are in the midst of our
long, hot summer, I can’t help but think
back to those “Good OI’ Days.” As a Baby
Boomer kid, everything seemed simpler
and less stressful then.

Here’s one thing I’ve realized about
that time: Viewed through today’s cul-
ture, my Mom would have been cited by
the cops and my brother and sisters and
I could have been hauled off to Child
Protective Services.

(NOTE TO MOM: Take a breath,
there’s some clarification to come...)

She was (and still is) a wonderful
mother, especially when she had to go
it alone as a single mom for several
years. But the times were so different.
The level of trust in our neighbors was
greater and overzealous lawyers hadn’t
yet taken so much fun out of things. We
were not overly cautious.

On a typical summer day at our
house, the sun would come up, and
breakfast was served (in all its greasy,
eggs-and-bacony glory) then there
would be Mom’s charge to us: “OK, go
do something, go outside, play with your
friends, read, whatever—just don’t get into
trouble. When I call you in for dinner, be
here.”

That’s not exactly how she said it, but
you get the idea. We were off into our
Midwestern neighborhood to explore
and learn, sometimes the hard way.
(Nearly torching my buddy Doug’s tree
house comes to mind, but I digress.)

Ah, those were the days. It was In-
dependence Day for weeks, not just July
4%, The summer break was all about
creative liberty. It was also about lots of
junk food.

Today, little kids aren’t allowed any-
thing resembling being “free range.” Par-
ents need to know what their children are
doing, and make sure it’s age appropriate.
Be involved but not smothering.

In one town earlier this year, a couple

of siblings walking
home from a visit to
their neighborhood park
(just down the street)
were cited by authorities
and parents ticketed. In
contrast, my friends and
I used to put many miles
on our Schwinn bikes,
heading all around our
city—without helmets.
We went to the park and
playground all the time.
(Even today Mom hasn’t heard all of the
stories.)

We knew not to talk to strangers
and learned that actions had conse-
quences. Sometimes we skinned knees,
or sprained ankles and assorted dumb
stuff, but our guardian angels kept us
under God’s protection.

Now in super-sensitive America, if a
parent even appears to “neglect” a child
for even a second, someone will criti-
cize...and often call the cops. It’s sud-
denly everyone else’s business.

In a recent Florida case, a young boy
was placed under government control
after it was alleged his parents “left him
at risk.” In his own backyard.

He was 11 years old. Not exactly a
toddler wandering into harm’s way. It
turns out that he was locked out of the
house when Mom and Dad couldn’t get
home in time. It was rainy and traffic
was awful, so they were delayed. While
waiting he played basketball for 90 min-
utes.

Then it got ugly. A neighbor called
the cops and the parents were hand-
cuffed and taken away. It took several
weeks before clearer heads prevailed
and the young man and a brother were
allowed back home.

Adding to the legal mess was the
reality that, in Florida and other states,
there is not a minimum age for a child to

be left alone. Imagine the possibilities
when your child is, say, 21 but out on his
own without protective gear.

Of course I'm not saying kids should
be left to run wild without any rules,
and I know there are new threats around
us each day. But what’s summer with-
out some sense of adventure? Especially
when the government is prodding kids
to get off the couch and get active.

Kids need to be kids, and this season
is when young men and woman can
learn courage, resourcefulness and en-
trepreneurship. But of course in our 21
century world, even an impromptu lem-
onade stand can run afoul of authorities
(especially the health department).

Let’s find new ways to truly enjoy
summer, as families and with trusted
friends. Relax, have fun, do what is right
and certainly be aware of surround-
ings...with good humor and yes, a spirit
of adventure.

Larson is a longtime
Southern California
radio/television
personality. His voice is
heard on KPRZ 1210AM
and his weekday
talkshow airs 6 to 9 a.m.
on AM 1170 “The Answer” He’s also a news analyst
on KUSI TV. Learn more at marklarson.com.
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Windows 2 CU & me

“For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now I know
in part; but then shall I know even as also
I am known.” I Corinthians 13:12 KJV

When I first learned about the Jo-
hari Window, way back in graduate
school, I thought it had to be some kind
of eastern mystical concept related to
Hinduism or Buddhism. I remember
feeling a bit relieved when I learned that
it was actually a simple tool developed
by a couple of American psychologists
for improving interpersonal dynamics.

The name, Johari, is actually a com-
bination of their first names: Joe and
Harry.

The Johari Window is a common
sense way to explain how you see your-
self and others. Imagine that you look
out through this window at others and
they see you through this same window.
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Reading it like a graph, you’ll see
that the vertical side of this window
represents information about you that is
known to others. “Others” may be your
family, or your coworkers, or people at
church, etc. The horizontal side of the
window represents information that you
know about yourself. So the Johari Win-
dow represents how you as an individual
relate to a particular group.

Each of us would have different
size window “panes” depending
upon the group we are looking
at. For example, if you have
been attending a small group
Bible study for many years,
then that group will know you
really well, in contrast with
people you recently met at the
gym.

The first quadrant of the window
represents all the information that is
known by others about you, as well as
the information that you know about
yourself. If you are an open book, rarely
keep secrets from other people, and you
know yourself well, then this area of the
window would be large compared to the
other three quadrants (as shown on the
graphic by the dotted lines).

This first pane of the window is re-
ferred to as the “Public Area.” Healthy
people tend to be part of a group where
you can be yourself, share personal
information, and receive support and
guidance. We should strive to have mul-
tiple support systems in place where
intimacy and trust is fostered.

One of the best ways to grow in un-
derstanding of ourselves is to let others
give us feedback in areas where we are
blind. This is indicated in the second
quadrant of the Johari Window, known
as the “Blind Area.” We all have our
blind spots, aspects of our personality
or habitual behaviors that we do not see
clearly, but others do.

You can probably think of someone
in one of your social groups who comes
across as a “know-it-all” or possibly some-
one who talks way too much, but they are
unaware of how their behavior is coming
across to others. They are oblivious to the
impact of their poor social skills.

The third pane of the window is the
“Private” portion of our lives. Clearly,
we all have information that we keep to

reality check

DANIEL JENKINS

ourselves. However,

intimacy and close-
ness to others requires taking the risk
of sharing some of our struggles. As a
person self-discloses and moves Pri-
vate information to the Public area, the
hidden part of the window decreases.
Generally, this process is a sign of self-
confidence and positive mental health.
As Rick Warren is quoted as saying, “You
are only as sick as your secrets.”

The final pane of the Johari Window
represents “Unknown” information about
ourselves that no one knows, including
ourselves. This might be unconscious
motivations, defense mechanisms or re-
pressed memories. Generally speaking,
the more baggage we carry around within
us, the more we tend to feel anxious, de-
pressed and out of control.

This is where godly counsel may help
each of us considerably. Finding a safe
place to share your private struggles and
receive gentle feedback is often a pain-
ful but growing experience. It can be
laborious process to clean the windows
of our lives, but if it leads to greater
self-understanding and improved inter-
personal relationships then the effort is
worth the time.

Daniel Jenkins, Ph.D.

is a licensed clinical
psychologist at
Lighthouse Psychological
Services in Mission Valley.
He is also a professor

of psychology at Point
Loma Nazarene University. Learn more at www.
lighthousepsy.com.
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JANICE THOMPSON

Practically speaking...
Becoming a wise investor

When I mention the word investor,
do legends of the investment world
like Warren Buffett or John Templeton
come to mind? Perhaps you think of a
major investment bank or a variety of
Hollywood movies where Wall Street
personalities dream up clever—and
sometimes immoral—ways to grow a
vast amount of wealth. Most of the time,
these bigger-than-life images of inves-
tors tend to make us think that this is a
world reserved for a special few, when in
fact this is far from the truth.

Whether you are already investing in
some kind of financial instrument, pre-
fer to just hide money under your mat-
tress or feel you can only dream about
saving or investing, it is important to
understand—we all are investors.

Yes, that includes you!

Every day you are trading some-
thing of present value for the hope
of a future reward. Here’s the point:

Every day you are trading something
of present value for the hope of a

future reward.

Whether it’s your time, talent or your
treasure (money, real estate or a busi-
ness), you’re putting something at risk
in exchange for something you expect
to be more valuable at some point in
the future. For example, when you
invest your time at work, you expect
a paycheck. When you pursue higher
education or another certification, you
might anticipate a career advance-
ment. With your treasure, you make a
financial commitment with the expec-
tation of a current yield or some kind
of growth down the road.

Since we’ve now established that you
are an investor, there are three funda-

mental principles I want you to under-
stand as I begin a series about investing
over the next several months.

You are always investing in something.

Grasping this concept will help you
understand the true bottom line. The
question isn’t whether or not you are
investing, but is rather “What are you
investing in?” This concept applies to
much more than financial assets—it
applies to everything you are and every-
thing you do. Ultimately, there are two
things that will outlive us and last for
eternity—God’s Word and people. An
impressive balance sheet is meaningless
unless God owns it all and redeem:s it for
His purposes in your life.

All investment entails a measure of
uncertainty.

You may recall in the Parable of the
Talents in Matthew 25 that not only
does one of the servants
entirely avoid investing
his talent, but he also
actually packs it away
like an unsown seed.

It cannot bear fruit.

This servant had an as-
set that he didn’t put

to work because he was afraid of what
might happen. The other two servants
understood that they were not given as-
sets simply to keep and enjoy, but rather
to do their best to leverage them for a
future reward.

There is no perfect investment.

Looking for the ideal can quickly be-
come an ordeal! There are three essen-
tial characteristics to every investment
that you need to acknowledge: 1) Risk,
because you are exchanging something
certain for something uncertain; 2) De-
lay, since you’re exchanging something
present for something future; and 3)

PLAN

Hope of Gain, since you’re exchanging
something you consider lower in value
for something you consider higher in
value. When you make an investment,
you have decided that the risk and delay
are worth the potential gain.

From my professional observation,
what is often missing is a basic under-
standing of how to build wealth pru-
dently and make it grow effectively over
time. It gets complicated! And it is im-
possible to eliminate all the unknowns:
The only thing certain about the future is
that is it uncertain.

The best way I know to minimize
overall risk is to first have a plan in
place to eliminate all consumer debt
and second to build an easily accessible
emergency fund equal to living expens-
es for three to six months. This enables
you to ensure that even if a particular
investment does not work out you will
have enough resources to meet your
basic obligations.

In the next two articles in this series,
I will explore nine questions you can
use to help evaluate your own financial
investment decisions. These principles
can help you avoid some common mis-
takes, help you understand more about
your investor personality, and help you
focus on what really matters!

Now that we have our foundation in
place, Warren Buffett look out!

Janice Thompson is a
certified financial planner
and co-founder/CEQ of
One Degree Advisors,
Inc. A frequent speaker
on financial topics and
mentor for financial
professionals, she also serves on the board of
directors for Kingdom Advisors. Learn more at www.
onedegreeadvisors.com.

Advisory services offered through One Degree Advisors, Inc* Securities offered through

Securities America, Inc,, Member FINRA/SIPC. One Degree Advisors and Securities Amer-
ica are separate companies.
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‘Dad, who is Satan?’

Teaching kids the basics about God
can be easy—at least compared to other
subjects.

For instance, even a young toddler
quickly can learn the answer to “Who
made you?” And after that, they just
as easily can learn the answer to two
related questions: “What else did God
make?” (Everything.) “Why did God
make you?” (For His glory.)

But if you raise children to think
biblically and even theologically, pretty
soon they’ll toss a curve ball your way
and you’ll be left speechless, not sure
how to respond in simple, kid-level lan-
guage.

“Dad, who is Satan?” my 3-year-old
son asked a few weeks back.

I know the “adult answer.” But the
“kid-level answer”? I was speechless.

No doubt, my son knew Satan was
bad—his books and DVDs certainly im-
plied that—but that only got him so far.
That’s because we’ve taught him that
a lot of people in the world are bad and
that there are “mean people” who would
harm him. Satan, though, is far, far
worse than your everyday “bad” person.
And he’s technically not even a person.
So what do you say?

My first answer? “He’s the embodi-
ment of evil.” Thankfully, my wife in-
tervened and gave me some tips—well
before I confused my son. And then I
read my favorite theological resource
(Wayne Grudem’s “Systematic Theol-
ogy”), added some verses, and boiled
it down to four points to share with
my son:

1. Satan is God’s enemy—and evil.
He’s not just “really bad” or “really, re-
ally bad”—although that may help kids
understand the definition. No, he’s
much worse. He’s God’s enemy. The
Bible calls Satan the “evil one” (1 John
5:19), the originator of sin, a murderer

from the be-
ginning and
the father
of lies (John
8:44). He’s
also an an-
gel who fell
from heaven
(in case your
child asks
about that,
too). It’s
wise to re-
serve a word
specifically
for Satan.
My children
sometimes act “bad,” but never “evil.”

2. God is more powerful. God cre-
ated the sun, the moon, the stars, the
planets, the mountains, the oceans,
the rain, the snow, the sunshine, the
sand, the dirt, the trees, the grass, the
elephants, the giraffes, the dogs and the
cats. In other words, God created ev-
erything my kids and your kids already
love. Of course He’s more powerful. And
when He was done with all of that, He
created us. And what did Satan cre-
ate? Sin. When you look at it that way,
there’s no contest.

3. Satan wants you to do bad
things. And he will tempt you all of
your life. Just ask Adam and Eve, David
and Solomon, or even Peter and Paul.
But my son already knows all about
temptation, as does his Daddy and
Mommy, and as does every 3-year-old in
the world. If he had his way, he’d grab
his sister’s toys, his brother’s toys, and
then go in a corner and play by himself.
Oh yeah, and he’d stop in the kitchen
and grab a big spoon and the half gallon
of ice cream, too. He knows all of that
is wrong, but he’s no different than the

purposeful parenting

MICHAEL FOUST

rest of us. His temptations simply are a
bit simpler. And funny.

4. God gives you the power to
overcome it all. My son knows the
Gospel message by heart, and he
knows he has a choice to do right and
wrong. He simply struggles with the
decision. The Apostle Paul put it this
way: “God is faithful, and He will not
let you be tempted beyond your abil-
ity” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Jesus over-
came temptation from Satan, and then
later in life He told his disciples: “He
has no power over me” (John 14:30).
What does that mean for my son? It
means he has hope—as a 3-year-old,
as a 33-year-old and as a 73-year-old.
It means that if he believes Jesus is
Lord, then He’s not lost in his sins. It
also means He can overcome tempta-
tion. And it means he has the power to
share his toys.

Michael Foust is the
father of three small
children, a writer and
editor,and blogs about
parenting at www.
michaelfoust.com.

July 2015 | REFRESHED 27



MARK STRAUSS

inspired living

A lifestyle of generosity

I had my bags packed and was about
to leave the hotel room. I glanced around
to make sure I hadn’t forgotten anything.
The order and cleanliness of the room
reminded me how thorough the house-
keeper had been that week—replacing the
coffee and creamer each day I had used it;
neatly arranging my toiletries in the bath-
room; even hanging up my clothes that
had fallen to the floor.

I remembered a recent conversation
with a friend. I don’t remember how the
topic came up, but he told me he typically
left a tip for housekeeping service in a
hotel. I was a little embarrassed that it was
not something I had ever done. But now
I remembered the conversation. I pulled
out a bill and placed it on the dresser. I
wrote a quick note on the hotel stationary,
“Thanks for your good work!”

I’'m standing in front of the gift card
display at the grocery store. The party
starts in about an hour. I've found a nice
birthday card (it has to be funny or I won’t
buy it) and now I’'m going to get a gift
card. Unfortunately, I’'m not a very cre-
ative person when it comes to gift giving,
so a gift card will have to do. I find the one
I want and reach for the $25 card. My hand
stops. Seems a bit miserly. I grab the $50
one instead. It’s only money.

We started supporting Jaimie a few
years ago. She is with a youth organization
that works with inner city youth. I was im-
pressed with her energy and enthusiasm,
so when she sent me a support request I
talked it over with my wife. We were pretty
stretched in our charitable giving, but de-
cided to support her a little—$25 a month.
Not much, but every little bit helps. About
a year later she dropped me a quick e-
mail. There had been a glitch in the bank
autopay and our support had stopped. I
went online to correct the error and get
it started again. I was about to check the

$25 box, when I thought, “Why not a bit
more.” I marked $40 instead.

I mention each of these vignettes
because as I’ve grown older I’ve learned
something. As I look back over my life,

I can remember a number times—with
regret—that [ was a bit too stingy or a
bit too miserly. But I can’t remember
ever regretting being too generous.

There is a strange economy that hap-
pens when we give. The more you give,
the more you get. The more you bless,
the more you are
blessed. When you
add an extra “0” to
that check; when
you say “yes,” to
that worthy cause;
when you buy five
more Girl Scout
cookie boxes than
you intended, there
always seems to be
an added blessing
that comes—never a deficit.

The apostle Paul was on a mission of
mercy when he wrote the letter we know
as Second Corinthians. The church in
Jerusalem was suffering extreme hard-
ship and poverty and Paul was gathering
a collection for them from the churches in
Macedonia and Achaia (northern & south-
ern Greece). The churches in Macedonia—
which themselves were notoriously poor
and persecuted—had been particularly
generous. Paul writes about them:

“In the midst of a very severe trial,
their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For
I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their abil-
ity. Entirely on their own, they urgently
pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing
in this service to the Lord’s people. And
they exceeded our expectations: They gave

themselves first of all to the Lord, and then
by the will of God also to us.”
2 Corinthians 8:2-5 (NIV)

Notice what Paul says. They gave dur-
ing their own difficult times. Their own pov-
erty “welled up in rich generosity.” They
gave beyond their ability—out of their
poverty. They begged for the opportunity
to give. They gave to others because they
had already given themselves to God.

The churches in Macedonia had
learned a lesson that has taken me a

As | look back over my life, | can
remember a number times—with
regret—that | was a bit too stingy or a
bit too miserly. But | can’t remember
ever regretting being too generous.

lifetime to learn. We were created to be
givers, not takers! When we take and ex-
ploit and greedily hold on, we are miser-
able and frustrated and unhappy. When
we give and give and bless and bless,
our own needs seem to be magically met
and we experience joy and peace and
contentment. This is because we were
created by God to be givers, not takers.

And we can’t possibly give more than
the God who created us, who gave us the
ultimate gift of his Son to bring us into a
right relationship with him. That’s a gift
worth sharing with others.

Mark L. Strauss is

a Professor of New
Testament at Bethel
Seminary San Diego.
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Marriage | Addictions | Anger management | and more
Military and other insurances accepted

Dr. Marcial Felan, LMFT #45603 @ (619) 212-5222
Biblically-integrated Counseling

FAMILY FOCUS

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING

Focusing on Choices that Change Lives

Marriage | Family
Depression | Anxiety

Anger Management & more

Individuals | Couples | Families

Insurance accepted | Sliding Scale Fees

Call 619-440-4211
www.familyfocuscounseling.org

The right home. ..
w1th the rlght Price.
e lls

coLbweLL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Marty Price
Realtor® BRE #01312192
9332 Fuerte Dr, La Mesa
619.818.2419
martyprice@coldwellbanker.com
www.californiamoves.com/marty.price

MARY KAY

~—' WE TEACH SKIN CARE

All basic skin care products are non-comedogenic
and clinically tested for skin irritancy and allergy.

Sandy Hertzberg (619) 265-0138

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY CONSULTANT

PROVERBS 3:5-10 &.'Ill
- = V

Gary L. Ryerson
Realtor Award

S5

619.590.3053 * 619.417.0965

10% referral for buyers and sellers to your church or ministry.

“The People’s Ghoice”

Duggan’s

collision center

Providing excellent service
and repairs since 1989
Quality | Timely Repairs

Satisfied Customers

* We Work with All Insurance Companies
¢ State-ofthe-Art Collision Repair Technology

e Free Computerized Estimates

Fam||y owned and operated
by Curtis & Ann Duggan

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley
(619) 465-5655

GMD Company

PRAINING

e Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
e Residential / Commercial

e Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
e Interior Decorating Consulting

¢ Project Management Service

e Drywall & Texturing

e Finish Carpentry

e Stucco / Wood Repair
e Handyman Service
Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

Bonded/Insured
Lic #420564

FREE ESTIMATES

(619) 2449380

www.gmdcompany.com
John 3:3,16

Do you know someone who
thinks she is pregnant and
doesn’t know what to do?

CAPS

A safe place for free

pregnancy testing.

619-337-8080

CAPSonline.org

BANKRUPTCY?
| You Have Options |

Stop Foreclosure
Stop the IRS

GET RELIEF FROM
CREDITORS NOW!!

* Lower car payments
 Stop foreclosure

* Keep your assets

¢ Wipe out debts
¢ Stop creditors

* Make a new
start

FREE CONSULTATION

Attorney Steven Houbeck
(619) 463-HELP 4357

To advertise in Refreshed magazine, call 619.567.7811.
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JOANNE BROKAW

Hello, my name is...

I was at a gathering recently and the
host was introducing me to everyone.
“This is Susie,” she said, introducing me
to a young woman. The woman reached
out to shake my hand and reintroduced
herself. “Hi, I’'m SusanaMarie.”

“Do you prefer SusanaMarie or Su-
sie?” I asked.

“My name is a mouthful,” she said,
“so I’ll answer to anything.”

“But which do you prefer?” I asked
again.

“Oh, SusanaMarie, of course,” she
laughed. “That is my name.”

I wasn’t trying to be a jerk. I under-
stand the dilemma of being called by
anything but your actual name.

For reasons known only to my par-
ents, they decided to name me Elizabeth
and then call me by my middle name,
Joanne. I have spent the rest of my life
explaining that while my license, bank
account, school attendance sheet and
medical records says Elizabeth, I still
prefer to be called Joanne. The conver-
sation usually goes something like this.

Teacher, taking attendance on the
first day of school: “Elizabeth Keltz?”

Me: “Here.”

Teacher: “What do you prefer to be
called?”

Me: “Joanne.”

Teacher: “Joanne? Why Joanne?”

Me: “It’s my name.”

Teacher then calls the office, who
calls my mother, who explains that my
name is Elizabeth but everyone calls me
by my middle name, Joanne.

Teacher, after getting the clarifica-
tion from the office: “Why don’t they
call you Liz? That’s a pretty name. Or
why not Beth?”

Me: “Because my name is Joanne.” I
then dissolve into a fit of tears.

That exchange usually set the stage
for a school year in which I would be
called everything from JoJo to Betsy

by well-
meaning
adults and
classmates
intent on
trying to

be my pal.
(And let’s not
forget the more
mean spirited among my
classmates, who brought down the
house with Lizzy Lizard.)

Listen people, my name is Joanne.
Well, it’s also Elizabeth. OK, so I have a
hard time keeping it straight myself. I
had to call our mortgage company the
other day. After I gave the customer ser-
vice representative the account number
she said, “I just need to verify some in-
formation. What’s your name?”

“Joanne Brokaw. I mean, the account
is under Elizabeth Brokaw.”

Silence.

“See, I go by my middle name but the
account is under my real name.”

Silence.

“I mean, Joanne is my real name, too,
but my first name...”

Sigh.

“Can I just verify my social security
number?”

I’'m obviously suffering from some
weird split personality disorder. It might
explain why I can perform tasks for
which I seem clearly not qualified while
at the same time fail at tasks that I
should be able to handle in my sleep.

It explains why, for example, I can
handle all of our household finances
even though I can never add 2 and 2 and
get less than 5 (Elizabeth is good with
money), and why I am always down to
the wire on deadline despite the fact
that I’'ve written 99 percent of the piece
weeks before (Joanne is a creative pro-
crastinator).

It probably explains why, when I'm

ata

screen-
ing or media event

(Elizabeth gets invited to all the good
parties), I prefer to talk to the waiters
and waitresses rather than the celebri-
ties (Joanne likes to socialize in her own
income bracket).

It’s why I can get up in front of an
audience and speak coherently on
almost any topic without hesitation
(Elizabeth can work a crowd), but can’t
call customer service to discuss my cell
phone bill without breaking down in
tears (Joanne has some emotional is-
sues).

It’s also the reason that I try to make
sure I call people by the name they want
to be called, even if it seems odd or is a
mouthful. SusanaMarie likes to be called
SusanaMarie. Not Susie or Sue or Bob.

At my age, I confess that I’'ve given
up correcting people. I answer to Jo,
Joan, Joanna, Elizabeth, Mrs. Brokaw,
Mommy, Hey Lady, and ArfArfArf. I
know who I am, and so does God. That’s
all the really matters, doesn’t it?

Award-winning freelance
writer Joanne Brokaw
spends her days dreaming
of things she'd like to

do but probably never
will- like swimming
with dolphins, cleaning
the attic and someday overcoming the trauma

of elementary school picture day. She lives with
two dogs, a cat, six chickens and one very patient
husband. Learn more at www.joannebrokaw.com.
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Come
DISCOVER

the possibilities

of a career with
Mount Miguel
Covenant Village.

Join us in a faith-based retirement community dedicated to professional
excellence. Located just 20 minutes from downtown San Diego, we provide
a continuum of services that enhance the quality of life for seniors. Current

openings exist for:

* Assisted Living Receptionist
(part-time/Saturday and Sunday)
* CNAs

* Dining Room Manager
* Dining Room Servers
* Stewardship Manager

* Cook (full-time) (part-time)

Our team members enjoy generous benefits, including:

* 403b Savings with Match
* Educational Assistance

* Medical, Dental and Vision Plans
e Paid Time Off

Please send your cover letter and resume Attn:
Human Resources, Mount Miguel Covenant Village
325 Kempton Street, Spring Valley, CA 91977

Fax: (619) 931-1237

Email: jobs.mountmiguel.cv@covenantretirement.org
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COVENANT VILLAGE

A Covenant Retirement Community

“ MOUNT MIGUEL
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We can he I p you.

LIGHTHOUSE
PSYCHOLOGICAL
SERVICES, INC.

Comprised of licensed
and pre-licensed
psychotherapists,
including marriage family
therapists, psychologists,
and licensed professional
clinical counselors.

Providing a full range of mental
health services for children,
adolescents, and adults of all ages.

Offices conveniently
located in Mission Valley,
Lakeside, Chula Vista

619.248.8608
www.lighthousepsy.com

Nationally-renowned dentist

GHRISIDAVIDIPATIONADDS
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Most
Functional Cosmetic Dentistry ,,,suz-,,s,,ce
Family Focused Dentistry

Accepted
¢ Voted Top Dentist by his peers (San Diego Magazine)
e On staff at Scripps Memorial Hospital, La Jolla
e Graduate USC School of Dentistry
¢ Graduated Omicron Kappa Upsilon (Highest Dental Honor)
e Former Faculty Member USC School of Dentistry
* Published Medical Researcher
e Member ADA, CDA, SDCDS, AGD
* Member American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
e Member American Society of Dental Aesthetics
e Fellow International Academy for Dental-Facial Esthetics
e Fellow Academy of Dentistry International

e,
SIS

Grand Plaza Studio Dentistry
137 S. Las Posas Rd.
San Marcos | (760) 752-7000

Imperial Beach Cosmetic
and Family Dentistry

1340 Imperial Beach Blvd., Ste. 201
Imperial Beach | (619) 429-6600

800.277.9722

‘ ’ TEX / www.itex.com
~ CONNECT » TRADE » SAVE

Leave your car problems
with our skilled mechanics

CompleteyAuto)

rapet & IDEmE

v’ Major Repéirs
(4 Min' r Repairs
W v Brakes
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

WV 0il & Lube
v Suspension

v/ Diagnostics

v/ AC/Heating

v Timing Belts
v’ Radiator Flush

v 30k - 60k - 90k
Services

SamesDaylService

FAMILY AUTO
7066 E1 Cajon Blvd
San Diego, CA 92115

(619) 465-8686

allmanfamilyauto.com

Allman
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Available on all in stock Soul model B1511 - -
manual transmission with MSRP of /
16,135-16,185. VIN 224832, VIN 171403, VIN

208506, VIN 224159, $111 per month + tax

and fees, 36 month closed end lease, available

on approved credit. $2,900 cash/trade down =
plus $111 first payment equals a total due at Q“;

signing of $3,011. Tax, title, license & dealer \
fees extra. No security deposit required. -'..
Lessee pays for excess wear and $.20/mile _ Ll.l 4

over 10,000 miles annually. Must take delivery g
\ N '., " 700,000 MILE |
WARRANTY

from retail stock by 8/6/2015
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